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Federal Offenders
An overview of Recidivism study findings
Table 1
	Recidivism measure
	Rearrests
	reconviction
	reincarceration

	Percent
	49.3%
	31.7%
	24.6%

	Median time to recidivism
	21 months
	30 months
	29 months

	Median number of recidivism events
	2
	1
	1

	Most serious post-release event (%)
	Assault (23.3%)
	Assault (23.9%)
	Assault (23.8%)

	Median age at release
	33
	32
	32



About half of the offenders who were set free were rearrested for having committed a new crime or having violated the conditions of their supervision over the eight-year follow-up period. Around one-half of the offenders, re-arrest took place in less than two years following their release from prison or placement on probation since the median for rearrests is twenty-one months. Following those offenders who recidivated, the median number of re-arrest was two, but 21.2 percent of them were rearrested either five times or even more. Also, 23.3 % of those re-arrested had an assault as their most serious charge. In addition to that, other common serious offenses were other public order, drug-trafficking and larceny with a record of; 15.5%, 11.5%, and 7.7% respectively.
To the policing officers, recidivism will help in removing the offender from the society, and it is also important when considering core criminal justice topics such as certain deterrence, incapacitation, and rehabilitation.
Rearrests rates for recidivism study offenders
Table 2
	
	
	Cumulative


	Years after release
	%
	%

	One year after release
	16.6%
	16.6%

	Two years after release
	10.5%
	27.1%

	Three years after release
	6.6%
	33.7%

	Four years after release
	4.7%
	38.4%

	Five years after release
	3.7%
	42.1%

	Six years after release
	3.0%
	45.1%

	Seven years after release
	2.3%
	47.5%

	Eight years after release
	1.8%
	49.3%



The length of time to the first recidivism event can be useful in differentiating offenders who recidivate early from those who do not. During the first year after releases into the society, 16.6 % of the offenders were re-arrested for the first time. During the subsequent years, fewer people were re-arrested for the first time than in the previous year, all the way to the seventh year. For instance, 10.5% of the total were re-arrested during the second year, and 6.6% were re-arrested in the third year. Tracking the length of time helps the policy makers to come up with the appropriate period of supervision after release. The court system will be in a position to deliver the period which best fits a certain offender.
Offense types and criminal history scores of recidivism study offenders
Table 3
	Offense type
	%

	Drug trafficking
	41.7%

	Fraud
	13.6%

	Firearms
	12.8%

	Robbery
	4.3%

	Larceny
	3.9%

	Immigration
	3.5%

	All other
	20.3%



41.7 percent of federal offenders were released after receiving a conviction for a federal offense of drug trafficking. Other common federal offenses included fraud, firearm, robbery, larceny, and immigration with a percentage of 13.6, 12.8, 4.3, 3.9, and 3.5 respectively. Criminal records are vital when it comes to consideration during the sentencing period. The offenders who are sentenced in the federal system receive criminal history points before the release of the sentence following the number and severity of the previous criminal conduct. For instance, every previous sentence of imprisonment greater than one year and one month usually receives three points. Also, if the offender committed the offense while under another criminal justice sentence such as probation, two extra points are usually added. Following the number of points, the court will be in opposition to determine the sentencing range.
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